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 (Abstract) 
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"There is no doubt that the ancient world produced

some great systems of philosophy at a time when man was

comparatively primitive and governed more or less by

su g g e s t i o n .  B u t  w e  mu s t  n o t  fo rg e t  t h a t  t h i s

system-building in the ancient world was the work of

ab s t r ac t  th o u g h t  w h ic h  can n o t  g o  b eyo n d  th e

systematization of vague religious beliefs and traditions

and gives us no hold on the concrete situations of life. 

(Reconstrcution of Religious Thought in Islam)











 



  
  


299 2  


"Looking at the matter from this point of view, then,

the Prophet of Islam seems to stand between the ancient

139



and the modern world. In so far as the source of his

revelation is concerned he belongs to the ancient world; in

so far as the spirit of his revelation is concerned he belongs

to the modern world. In him life discovers other sources of

knowledge suitable to its new direction."
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"The birth of Islam, as I hope to be able presently to

prove to your satisfaction, is the birth of inductive intellect.

In Islam prophecy reaches its perfection in discovering the

need of its own abolition." 

(Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam)








"The abolition of priesthood and hereditary kingship

in Islam, the constant appeal to reason and experience in

the Quran, and the emphasis that it lays on Nature and

History as sources of human knowledge, are all different

aspects of the same idea of finality." 
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"Questioned about the possibi l ity of divine

inspiration and the advent of inspired reformers after the
Holy Prophet, Dr. Iqbal replied: (Speeches, Writings and
Statements of Iqbal by Latif Ahmad Sherwani, Iqbal
Academy, P#206)

  


"I had better answer this question by referring you to
my Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, in which I
wrote on pp, 120-21".


 121120 


"The idea of finality, therefore, should not be taken

to suggest that the ultimate fate of life is complete
displacement of emotion by reason. Such a thing is neither
possible nor desirable. The intellectual value of the idea is
that it tends to create an independent critical attitude
towards mystic experience by generating the belief that all
personal authority, claiming a supernatural origin, has

142



come to an end in the history of man. This kind of belief is a
psychological force which inhibits the growth of such
authority. The function of the idea is to open up fresh vistas
of knowledge in the domain of man's inner experience."

(Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam)













 
  

"This idea of Finality is perhaps the most original

idea in the cultural history of mankind: its true significance

can be understood by only those who carefully study the

history of pre-Islamic Magian culture in Western and Middle

Asia. The concept of Magian culture, according to modern

research, includes cultures associated with Zoroastrianism,

Judaism, Jewish Christianity, Chaldean and Sabean

religions. To these creed-communities the idea of the

continuity of Prophethood was essential, and consequently

they lived in a state of constant expectation". (Ibid, P#198)
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"First, that Islam is essentially a religious community
with perfectly defined boundaries belief in the Unity of God,
belief in all the Prophets and belief in the finality of
Muhammad's Prophethood. The last mentioned belief is
really the factor which accurately draws the line of
demarcation between Muslims and non-Muslims and
enables one to decide whether a certain individual or group
is a part of community or not."

(Speeches, Writings and P#210)
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"Bahaism appears to me to be far more honest the

Qadianism; for the former openly departs from Islam,

whereas the latter apparently retains some of the more

important externals of Islam with an inwardness wholly

inimical to the spirit and aspirations of Islam". (Ibid, P#198)
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Personally, I became suspicious of the movement

when the claim of a new Prophethood, superior even to the
Prophethood of the Founder of Islam, was definitely put
forward, and the Muslim world' was declared Kafir. Later my
suspicious developed into a positive revolt when I heard
with my own ears an adherent of the movement mentioning
the Holy Prophet of Islam in a most disparaging language.
Not by their roots but by their fruits will you know them.

(Speeches, Writings and Statements, P#206)
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"Any religious society, historically arising from the

bosom of Islam, which claims a new prophethood for its

basis, and declares all Muslims who do not recognize the

truth of its alleged revelations as Kafirs, must, therefore, be

regarded by every Muslim as a serious danger to the

solidarity of Islam. This must necessarily be so, since the

integrity of Muslim society is secured by the ideas of the

Finality of Prophethood alone." 
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The best course for the rulers of India is, in my

opinion, to declare the Qadianis a separate community.

This will be perfectly consistent with the policy of the

Qadianis themselves and the Indian Muslim will tolerate

them just as he tolerates the other religions".

(Speeches, Writings and Statements, P#203)
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"In the Punjab, the essentially Muslim type of

character has found a powerful expression in the so-called

Qadiani sect."
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1- The general strurture of Muslim community.

2- The uniformity of the Muslim culture.

3- The type of character essential to a continuous

National life of Muslim community.
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"The third point need not detain us long. The above
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remarks indicate the principal features of an essentially

Muslim type of character. The various types of character,

however, that become popular in a community do not

appear haphazard. Modern Sociology teaches us that the

moral experience of nations obeys certain definte laws. In

primitive societies where the struggle for existences is

extremely keen and draws more upon man's physical rather

than intellectual qualities it is the valiant man who becomes

an object of universal admiration and imitation. When,

however, the struggle relaxes and the peril is over, the

valorous type is displaced, thought not altogether, by what

Giddings calls the convivial type, which takes a due share

in all the pleasures of life and combines in itself the virtues

of liberality, generosity and good fellowship. But these two

types of character have a tendency to become reckless and

by way of reaction against them appears the third great type

which holds up the ideal of self control, and is dominated

by a more serious view of life. In so far as the evolution of

the Muslim community in India is concerned. Temur

represented the first type, Babar combined the first and the

second. Jahangir embodied pre-eminently the second,

while the third type was foreshadowed in Alamgir whose

life and activity forms, in my opinion, the starting point in

the growth of Muslim Nationality in India. To those whose

knowledge of Alamgir derived from the Western interpreters

of Indian history, the name of Alamgir is associated with all

sorts of cruelty, intolerance, treachery and political intrigue.

I shall be drifting away from the main point of this lecture if I

undertake  to  show , by a  r ight  in terpreta t ion  of

contemporary history, the legitimacy of motives that guided

Alamgir's political life. A critical study of his life and times

has convinced me that the charges brought against him are

based on a misinterpretation of contemporary facts, and a

complete misunderstanding of the name of social and

political forces, which were the working in the Muslim
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State. To me the ideal of character, foreshadowed by

Alamgir is essentially the Muslim type of character, and it

must be the object of all our education to develop that type.

If it is our aim to secure a continuous life of the community,

we must produce a type of character, which at all costs,

holds fast to its own, and while it readily assimilates all that

is good in other types, it carefully excludes from its life all

that is hostile to its cherished traditions and institutions. A

careful observation of the Muslim Community in India

reveals the point on which the various lines of moral

experience of the community are now tending to converge.

In the Punjab the essentially Muslim type of character has

found a powerful expression in the so-called Qadiani-sect:

while in the United Provinces, owing to a slightly different

intellectual environment, the need of such a type of

character is loudly proclaimed by a great poetic voice. In

his light-hearted humour Maulana Akbar of Allahabad, aptly

called the tongue of the times, conceals a keen perception

of the nature of the forces that are at present working in the

Muslim Community. Do not be misled by the half-serious

tone of his utterances; he keeps his tears veiled in youthful

laughter, and will not admit you into his workshop until you

come with a keener glance to examine his wares. So deeply

related are the currents of thought and emotion in a

homogeneous community that if one portion reveals a

certain organic craving the material to satisfy that craving is

almost simultaneously produced by the other." 
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"I have no doubt in my mind that the Ahmadis are
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Letter to Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru about the
Ahmadis, 21 June 1936
Thank you so much for your letter which I received

yesterday. At the time I wrote in reply to your articles, I
believed that you had no idea of the political attitude of the
Ahmadis. Indeed the main reason why I wrote a reply was to
show, especially to you how Muslim loyalty had originated
and how eventually. It had found a revelational basis in
Ahmadism. After the publication of my paper I discovered,
to my great surprise, that even the educated Muslims had
no idea of the historical causes which had shaped the
teachings of Ahmadism. Moreover your Muslim admirers in
the Punjab and elsewhere felt perturbed over your articles
as they thought you were in sympathy with the Ahmadiyya
movement. This was mainly due to the fact that the
Ahmadis were jubilant over your articles. The Ahmadi Press
was mainly responsible for this misunderstanding about
you. However I am glad to know that my impression was
erroneous. I myself have little interest in theology, but had
to dabble in it a bit in order to meet the Ahmadis on their
own ground. I assure you that my paper was written with
the best of intentions for Islam and India. I have no doubt in
my mind that the Ahmadis are traitors both to Islam and to
India.

I was extremely sorry to miss the opportunity of
meeting you in Lahore. I was very ill in those days and
could not leave my rooms. For the last two years I have
been living a life practically of retiremcnt on account of
continued illness. Do let me know when you come to the
Punjab next. Did you receive my letter regarding your
proposed Union for Civil Liberties? As you do not
acknowledge it in your letter I fear it never reached you.

Reproduced from Jawaharlal Nehru. A Bunch of old
Letters (London, 1960) PP.187-88 (Ed)
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We join in Civil Liberties Union.


Long Live Jawaher Lal.
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