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During the World War I\, from March 26, 1946 to June
29, 19406, a special Mission composed of three members of the
British Cabinet namely, Lord Pethwick Lawrence, Secretary
of State for India, Sir Stafford Cripps, President of the Board
of Trade and Alexander, the first Lord of the Admiralty, had
visited India to find a compromise formula betwcen the
Congress and the Muslim League. Finding an agrecment
hetween the two impossible, the Mission had put forward its

own scheme.

The Cabinet Mission Plan of 16th May 1946 was a

complicated affair but its main featurc was abvious to a
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constitutional lawyer like Mr. Jinnah. It had rejected Pakistan
as an unreality and proposed a federation for India with three
sub-federations, often referred to as groups. According to that
Plan, the preovision of poting out of the sub-federation had
placed Pakistan away 10 years after the elections were held
under the constitution. For the federation it had reserved the
subjects of defence, foreign affairs and communications; all
other subjects had to be shared between the sub-federations
and their constituent units. The federal constitution was to be
framed by a Constituent Assembly which was composcd of
three sections. Section A was to consist of members, elected on
a population basis, from the non-Muslim majority areas,
section B of members, similarly elected, from Muslim majority
areas and section C of mémbcrs ¢lected from Bengal and
Assam, The Constitution for cach sub-federation was to be
made by the corresponding scetion of the Constituent
Assembly. Ten years after the first general elections were held
under the Consititution so made, any member of the
sub-federation could vote to opt out. An interim government
with Congress and Muslim members was to be set up at the
Centre immediately.

The plan was accepted by the Muslim League first,
because it gave to the units of the sub-federation the option to
opt out, and by the Congress a month later. The meeting of the
Congress Commitice which accepted the Plan was presided
over by Mr Nehru who was then the Congress President. Only
three days later, My Nehru was asked by a press
representative whether the Congress had accepted the Plan in
its entirety and the reply was that the Congress was entering
the Constituent Assembly cempletely unfettered by any
agreement and would consider itself free to mect any situation
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that might arise. Does this mean further asked the questioner,
that the Congress will be at liberty to modify the Plan
inctuding the grouping part of it and the answer was Yes. With
these replies vanished the Cabinet Plan and the last chance of a
united India. Startled by this interpretaion, the Muslim League
withdrew its acceptance of the Plan. Subsequent efforts by
Lord Wavel, who was then the Governor-General, to obtain
from Gandhi and Nehru the assurance that the Congress was
accepting the Plan according to its plain terms and not as the
Congress would interpret it, ended with a letter to him from
Mr.Nehru that being a soldier he did not understand these
legal subtleties and needed a lawyver (o make him understand
them. But Lord Wavel stuck to his guns and would not hudge.
Deadlock followed deadlock until by their influence on the
Labour Government the Congress leaders succeeded in having
Lord Wavel recalled. Long after this episode 1 had summed up
the position in one of my articles in the following words:
"Possibly an unthought, more probably a disingenuous
reply by Nehru to a pressmans question and a subsequent legal
quibble to support it, an inchoate vision of Pakistan appeared
to float on the borizon. Within less than fourteen months it had
settied in a tangible form on the world-map, the largest

Muslim State and the fifth largest country in the world.
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