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Hanourable High Court Judg'e
Lahore High Court (Rawalpindi Bench}

Dear Sir,

1 am writing to you regarding the case of Mohammad Asghar, 3 British national currently detained in

Adiala Jall, Rawalpindi. In October 2012, i understand that Mr Asghar's tawyers filed an appeal

against the constitution of the medical board that assessed Mr Asghar, and we are weiling in
- connection with this appeal.

-

Mr Mohammad Asghar was arrested on 12 September 2040 in Sadiqabad, Rawalpindi. The arrest
was made folicwing a complaint made by Mr Mohammad Hafeez, who alleged that Mr Asghar had
' commitied blasphemy. The case was registered uncer FIR 842/2010 dated 22 September 2010.

The British High Commission has been providing ¢onsular assistance 16 Mr Asghar since his arrest in
2010 and would like 1o take this apportunity to respectfully set out its concerns regarding various
aspects of this case. ' '

First, the British Government is concerned that Mr Asghar may face the deatn penalty if found guilty.
1t is the United Kingdom's Jongstanding policy 10 oppose the ceath penalty in all situations, and to
seek to [aise our concerns to avoid the execution 4f any British national anywhere in the worid.

‘Second, the British Gavernment has specific concerns about the mental health evaluation that Mr
hsghar received on 18 January 2012. We note taat Pakistar is a signatary o the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights {ICESCR}, Aticle 12 of which provides that
everyone'has the right to enjoy.the highest attainable standard of physical and mental heaith. A
you wili be aware, there are UN norms and standards which govern the rights of the mentally ill, and
shauld be applied equally to everyone without diserimination. Principle 20 of the Principtes for the
peotection of.Peogle with Mental Hiness and the improvement of Mental Health Care provides that
mentally ill persons detained withia the criminal justice system are entitled to the best availabie
health care, equivalent to that available outside penal insiitutions, including the requirement to



